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Annual Clearance Now On

Ampezzo Lounge, wes-85316- Now $3995
Code: 0092, W:3140 D:1650 H:700

Crows Nest - Flagship Store
3086 Pacific Highway, Crows Nest
Tel: 9438 2844, 1300 112233

*not all designs displayed in 2l stores, Rems are available while stocks 1ast, sslected colours only, offer must end Jan 31st, 2012,

beyondfurniture.com.au

+ loads more in store & online/

¥ .

Cassetti Dresser, wee-$+395: NOW $1295
W:1800 0:580 H:699mm (ex. stoo)

Pattino Shoe Cabinet, wes-8835; NOW 5795
Code: DFR3BEOWE-V, W:1000 D:346 H:1039

Prima 1.8 TV Unit, wes-$+375; NOW $995
Code: ZZDFDBOZWE-N, W:1800 D:450 H:515

Alexandria - Super Outlet
Homemaker Ctr, Tel: 9700 7588
49-59 O'Riordan Street

Moore Park - Platinum Store
SupaCenta; Tel; 8662 1332
2A Todman Ave., Kensington

furniture
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Each day a reviewer turns their
attention to those things
ordinarily overlooked.

* %k ko

h, the firm resolve of the
polypropyleneshell, the cool
welcome of the polyurethane
belly and the faintbut
unmistakeable scent of last summer’s
prawns. The Eskyand its contentsarea
feast for the senses. No wonder that,
since it was first opened in 1952, the Esky
has established itselfas amuch-loved
attraction on Australia’s food and

elandscape.
Its origins are distin
Whethers::lslhe Hill ugme

nostalgicaffectation.
At this point, hmuu:ou.!icuszl
bias.  am German-Australian, which
ponlypingaunaliilon b
geneti to
and the great outdoors. The Esky
enables me to combine the two.Asa
baby, Iwas raised to consider the Esky as
abrother. And, as with any sibling, I had
1) compet:mlhntormypmts
affections. Itis as mu of my
ldenﬂtyuhenmhemrm

With aname derived froman
abbreviation of “Eskimo", the coolers
were daelopedbyMalley’s. aSydney
refrigeration business. They keep food

Some big events no
longer allow patrons
to bring Eskys. This is
un-Australian.

and drink chilled, but they are. for
so much more: sitting on; stani on;
storing caught fish; substituting
for stumps in beach cricket; providing
impromptu flotation aids for anyone
caught aboard a sinking ship.
tu:goos the Esky range was bought by
Uc
Coleman. EskysmnolonguAussebul
they remain practical. The brick-like
coolers range from the modesty of six
litres to the majesty of 50 litres~not to
mention the 65-litre Ice King, which
comes onwheels and obviously requires
that punters drinkin moderation to
avoid drivingunder the influence. There
are nowsoft-sided coolers, too.
Sameb(ievenu nolongerallow
patrons to bring Eskys. Thisis un-
Australian. For Eskys themselves are
lian, right from
their politicallyincorrect name to the
factthat they are no longer Australian-
owned. Above all, Eskys are Australian
because they dowhat they set outtodo.
SACHAMOLITORISZ

TWERSAT BO0C

Palettes loaded,
nes drawn

Nick O'Malley drops in for lunch with Ken Done, at a club where
artists share cutlets and criticism.

‘ rawing," declares the
“ismorei
thansick children. We're not
hereto discuss sick children."
The artist Sassy Park puts
down her phone and rejoins the meeting. Her
daughterwillhavetowait.
We'resitting around a table at the footofa
pile of gardens and lawns and follies and

pathways that tumble overone anothertoa
two-storey boathouse that seems to grow out
of the foreshore sandstone in Mosman.

Book Clubisinsession, an

gathering of ahandfulofSydney arists wh
a artists 0
meetto

cuss drawing.
This meeting’s hostis Ken Done, whose
homeis vhere up above us through the

In his neatjeans and pale blue shirt,
McKenna, a sculptor and painter known for
his naive-style Australian scenes, looks more
likeabanker onaday off than an artist. Heis
softly spoken but given to firm views offered in

terms and th of the
club naturally defertohim.

Alsoaround the table are Park, probably
bestknown as a jewellery painter, and Joanna
Braithwaite, who paints portraits of guinea
pigs and birds of an oddly noble demeanour.

There is McLean Edwards, who paints the
figures that ramble through his dreams and is
prone to the sort of linen suits you usually find
in Graham Greene novels. He hasbeen
shortlisted for the Archibald Prize four times.

And Done remains just the way you
remember him, perhaps alittle greyer but
relaxed and tanned, dressed in colourful
striped shorts and a black T-shirt. He looks like
Michael Caton playing arich happy bloke.

Itturns out Done s still bigin Japan. As we
waitfor everyone to assemble, Done starts
showing sketches for a series he has justdone
based on the Jap midget
artackon in World War IL

“I'mtrying not toillustrateit, just to give an
idea of whatit must have been like,” he says, as
the others flick through the work.

The thought of scared, young Japanese
sailors being sealed in manned torpedoesto
hunt shipsunder the Harbour Bridge seems
impossible on this sun-blasted afternoonin
late spring, days before Sydney's summer
retreats backinto winter.

FROM the front porch of Done's stark, white

1950s home, we ookoutx the waterto

Clontarfand Balgowlah. spnysof

colourInoticed as we wallnedmly

house wereasingle orchid byd\efromdoor

and avase of nasturtiums, both yellow, a

colour Done later tells me he likes becauseitis
“ontheedge of madness”.

The others arrive and troop down to the
boathouse to sitby abarbecue hewn out of the
sandstone. Done starts a driftwood fire as
McKenna unpacks his home-made gavel and
sounding board and the Book Club’s baok of
minutes. Itisbound in arich, golden yellow.

Done's wife, Judy, offers around wine and
olives, stuffed peppers and grissini and

ine

McKenna opens the proceedings. He explains
that each week everyone brings an example of
someonedseswotk thattheylikeand he
with his own, a book of paintings by
who eventually famous.

McKenna invites people to guess the names
of the artists as he flicks through the pages and
the fragile order he had nurtured descends
o

“Picassor”

“Dufy! ;

McKenna interrupts. “I'ligiveyoua
N eer Pa

" Park guesses eon'ecdy,
“shi;'l:‘couﬂlldnwn 10," Edwards says.
The over the book
together. There gs E E. Cummingsand
one by Louis VIl at age
Edwards ducksinto thekitchen in the
boathouse to grab abeer. Judyisinside
pumng lunch together.
“HeyMcLean, there'sa ingon!"yells
McKenna, raising a yellow card from the book
of minutes.
~“That'snotayellow-card infringement,”
Edwards complains. “Iwas just talking
to Judy.”

“Well, we're not here to talk to Judy.”

(Judy has distracted the group before. It was
once alleged Done had ed off a portraitof
Judywith herlipstickin the car on the way to
themeeting. Another time, Done caused
controversy by dumping a framed Bonnard
onto the table when itwas his turn for show
andtell.)

The on. Edwards burrows
intohisbag md pullsout ‘abook of} paintings
by the Melbourne artist Rhys Lee and a pile of
his own work - a collage and three littleink
drawings of his own on whatlook like wooden
tiles butare boards coated in gesso.

‘I just love drawing and I
think drawing in Australia
is not taken seriously
enough.’ Noel McKenna, artist

Bird's view ... drawing by Joanna Braithwaite.

It’s these that the group seize on first. "Ooh,
they renice,” Braithwaite says, .rubbing her

over the reacti onthe
pamnng surface.

Done is more taken with the collage, which
Edwards constructed out of old work lying
abouthis studios.

“Artists’ studios are are like hospitals,”
Done says. “In the front there are the ones you
are working on. Halfway down they are
coughingalittle bit, in the back they are
f-- -ing almostdead.

“And sometimes you get into the studio and
Kuu hear this wincy cough and you go and

avealookatitand you'll pick somethingup
and you think, yeah, I know how to save dm

Park claims tobe nervous. although it
doesn’tshow.

“I've been asked many times but thisis the
first time I have come, because Noelis so
mean and daunting,” she says, unpacking her
notebooks, which are filled not only with
drawings of her children, but by them.

The group peers into thebook.

“My son has a speech problem and heis
struggling through school, and  am very
committed to helping,” she says, asthey turn
the pages.

“We don'tknow whatisin his head because
hewon'ttalkmuch buthehasbecome a
drawer and he makes up these characters. He
is getting the idea of composiﬂon buu don't
know whyheisleaving blank pages.”

Later, as conversation drifts, McLean
Edwards brings them up. “That's the thing
about drawing,” he says. “A sketchbook has
intimacy. Like with Sass's drawings ofher kids
atrestand play. Justabiro and a few strokes
gatheringall thatintimacy and joyin just five
minutes. It'saglorious thing."

Braithwaite unloads a series of black-and-
white drawings of magpies. She has used
bamboo dipped inink.

“Ilike the fact that you have control but at
the same time you getblobs and lose control,”
shesays.

Done says: “You've got the softness there
against the harshness. It’s like jazz; that'show
you played the note, it's lovely.”

McKenna spreads his own work on the
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table, aseries ofink and watercolour drawings
featuringmean-looking knives. They'd be
called whimsical if it were not for the vaguely
threatening air about them. They are based on
apoem by his friend, New Zealand's former
poet.

own
“Ihad been burninglines into wood and
f: dnwin:x.pm: mdhemm
---ing. 3 got
gavelled. The gavel helps. Ilike the 5
Edwards concedes the point. * Ididn't
thinkit offered alotof possibilities in the way

mm...awmm A

oflight and pressure... Ionlyrealised later
thaymﬁuehadﬂdwdmdhdadiﬁemm
qualityasitwentalong.” -
Braithwaite says things tend to get more
lively at Edwards’s studio, a chaotic mound
of paintand canvas in a converted
Chippendale warehouse apartment block.
Edwards generally serves lots of booze and

takeaway pizza.
M&K&n&'s&efoodkgoodmdhome
cooked, and the chairman tends to invite

guests without warning. (A few days later
Mcxuxmsendsmenliuohnﬂ:gm

guests—there are 14 namesin all, including
many of Sydney’s most artists,
curators and directors..
Overa oflamb cutlets, smoky from
mumm ; (e
“Iwas watching

- ded

ASIAN SYDNEY

“It's great just to get out and explore the
quintessentially Asian part of

There's like going
for pho ... And | love going to Chinatown
and to places like Home in Sussex Street,

where all the wait staff have iPads in faux
Louis Vuitton cases.”

S

“She lived in New York and 'she

usedmopmuphuhommmw

come around with drawings and a group of

mplgwouldmlhboutin.&nditiunsmed
anicethingtodo.”

More importantly, heis concerned about
th?’ljml%fndxa;vggmdlthinkdnmngin
Australiais not taken seriously enough. A lot
of galleries do not exhibit drawings.”

‘Done says drawings are often more
satisfying to make than paintings because of
their because ofhow muchyou

can get away withleaving out.

'fl&mmmundudupm:nd
Braithwaite first and then called Donetogeta
‘wider mix of ages and styles.

“I'd met Ken years ago and I'd always
admired him,” McKenna says.

Done says he'd wanted to own a piece
McKenna's work for along time. He signed up
hnmediamdy.mtglhaingshavehadm
impact on his work, he say

As the afternoon drifts on, McKenna
loosens the reins and discussion turns to
e.hermum

Edwards himself defending a position
he'}look mm:mhedid?lhm

just to in air
---ing public, god forbid," he says. “Dealing
with coming up and looking over his
erandsaying, ‘Itdoesn'tlook like that.’
“‘;{An;l'lgkeptmnmnhgbncktowxma

a o«

McKenna looks in the yellow book. “That's
:oﬂn!he minutes, you're makingitup,”

e
"ru!srt&beause it'snotin the minutes doesn't
meanitdidn't Enghlppen." Edwards says,
outrage moun
ms:uphinﬁrmhl;mm;b&uy“
Nielsen Park etc. As an example of another
Wamsﬂzebouynmolduuymlllbookot
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