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Who are Ireland’s
bright young things”

A new generation of Irish actors, writers, musicians, artists,
film-makers and comedians is bursting with talent and hope for
the future. Eithne Shortall picks 30 of the best aged 30 or under

cet the 50 mast talended Insh artists under tha ago of 30

This is the next generation. To these aclors, wrilers, lidm

peoclwcers, musicians, comidians and arisis, woe CRirus

Ircland’s cultural canan, Bt will Rl eo them 1o dhronick:

our rise: ansd Fall, 1o portray our peaple and their concerms,
ard 1o maincakn Ireland’s anisec repatation incmationally.

While almos all af them were bom in Ircland, tha was nat 2
requircen i fof mcluston. They had so be 50 years of 3ge or younger,
bz lived in Ipcland for Bve years, be noiably influenced by ihe
couniry and adding to its culharal landscape,

Aficr sifiing through oneenders for 2 month, | hve becoms
Brerccly confidem about Ireland's creasve fusurc. It was newer 2 mat-
ter ol fllimg space but rather of trving to justfy cmissions.

These authers and plavwrights deal with contemporary issues of
class, drugs and vouth culiume. The musicians have stcpped out of
U2's lpang shadow, and include feisty Fontwomen, upapobogetc pop
and [k acts. The gallery spece s no kngor holy ground for ihe
visual artists, and the actors shemaly with case berween inpema-
tional and domestic projecis

What marks thers oul mast frosn thedr predecessors |s that these

youryy artiEls do nol think they have W amigee i saegeed. Some
have sel up base abmad. bot athers are reaching an ingernational
andienee fom Ircland, assised by the intemict and cheap air travel,

This nesw gencratien iz helped by fresh imidztives and cenires thai
spocifically support voung amisss. The Projeo, and paricalarly ies
Project Brand BMew schome, is a vilal staming peint oy playwrighs,
direciors and performers. The work is not absays up w0 standard,
bt if giwes artiss the chance i make mistakes, © learn, and o
mere: an and cxeate scomplisghed picoes. This vear's [Fnge festival
was ong of The best, and Irish theatne groups wene an the cenire of i

Several now music venacs have oponod, despite the reocssion,
including tho Wordkman's Club in Dublin cty smtre. The rocenl
phenomenon af irming denclic buildings ino an venues, & done
by Presty Vacand, has given less established painters and sculplars 2
beser chance to cxhibit These vemees are also atracting younger
viewers, who previoushy shunned while cubes.

This Is a strong and determined generation of performers, writ-
gre, ditecters and visual aniscs. They have the taleni and szvvy 1o
succend 3t home and abrosd, B is almost time for the baton i be
passed to them and we @n rest assured # will be in good hands.

KEVIN COSGROVE

Artist, 25

The Dublinchased painter made his mark
with his degree show, pam of which was
shown on the cover of Circa magazine. He
was delected for the RBHAx Futures in 2009
and has exhibited in Loodan and Berlin



